Aphrodite of Knidos, which identified the reproductive organs as her "region of insanity" (Fig. 2.76, p. 108) .
Over-generalizations and the odd inconsistency are inevitable in a book that ranges so far, and many minor criticisms might be made of some of the authors' arguments, which they often lack space to fully substantiate (e.g., the assertion that the Enlightenment placed new emphasis on individual responsibility for health, but was also defined by its "faith in institutions to cure society", p. 20; or that "interest in ... heredity as a factor in mental illness was prompted in part by a growing disenchantment with asylum medicine", p. 121 A very instructive book which Goethe's maxim fully applies: "We actually only learn from books which we cannot judge. The author of a book which we might be able to judge would have to learn from us." Thus, a reviewer's task is certainly very limited.
Stefan Grosche, Dresden Jacques Gasser, Aux origines du cerveau moderne: localisations, langage et me'moire dans l'oeuvre de Charcot, Penser la Medecine, Paris, Fayard, 1995, pp. 335, FFr 140 .00. Jacques Gasser's book is a valuable contribution to the history of nineteenthcentury neurology. This shorter rendering of the author's 1990 doctoral thesis is the best analysis to date of Jean-Martin Charcot's works on such important subjects as brain localization, aphasia and memory. Each section follows a classical structure where the author first reviews the general history of ideas on the three main subjects before turning to a detailed study of Charcot's own writings.
The largest section looks at Charcot's contribution to the localization of motor function. It was as a competent pathologist that Charcot contributed cases from the early 1850s to support or contradict claims by other researchers on the localization of different brain centres. In the mid 1870s he turned his attention wholeheartedly to the then very popular field of motor localization in the wake of the historic experiments of Gustav Fritsch, Eduard Hitzig and David Ferrier. Gasser traces in detail Charcot's evolving ideas on the subject, and in particular his important role in the incorporation into clinical medicine of the new physiological data. Gasser rightly stresses that Charcot insisted that he did not blindly accept such data and that it was only after detailed anatomo-pathological studies in man had confirmed the findings that he endorsed the physiological conclusions.
The chapters on aphasia and memory, though they are good reviews of French research on these subjects, reveal blatantly the lack of originality of Charcot's contributions to these fields. Charcot's teaching on aphasia relied extensively on Paul Broca's cases of the early 1860s and the writings of diagram makers such as Adolf Kussmaul and Carl Wernicke. However, Gasser makes the important point that though Charcot was much inspired by associationism, he never talked of conduction aphasias. The last section on memory in fact consists mostly of a good review of the writings of Theodule Ribot, whose teaching played a central role in Charcot's rather limited contribution to the field.
Though this book stands as proof of Charcot's erudition and superb teaching skills, one can only be struck by his lack of
